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PARTNER WITH A PERSON WHOM YOU DO 
NOT KNOW 

 Introduce yourself, your subject, location, and 
teaching experience 

Explain to the other person your personal Philosophy 
on Teaching 

Tell the other person about a teacher who made a 
difference in your life 

What were their good qualities? 

Do you have a story about how they influenced your 
life? 



Creating Independence 
through Student-Owned 

Strategies 

PROJECT CRISS: Literacy in the Content Areas 



 
• Participants will be actively engaged in 

CRISS strategies 
• Participants will be able to create 

lesson plans and deliver instruction 
using strategies learned 
 

Workshop Objectives 



WHAT IS CRISS? 

• System of  modeling, guided and independent practice 
• Practical tools for teachers 
• Best practices brought together with consistent language 
• Addresses Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening 
• Clear expectations for students 
• Brain-compatible learning: new learning “sticks” 
• Learners are empowered 
• Menu of  strategies for students’ toolboxes 
• Changes your class from a teacher centered 

environment to a student centered environment 
 



 
 

 
                                                                                        
 
         
      

 
  

 
 
 

TEACHER-CENTERED CLASSROOMS… 

 Dominated by teacher talk  

 Students in more-or-less passive mode 

 Signs of restlessness after a few minutes 

 Students distracted easily 

 Wasted time (too many directions, slow transitions) 

 Teachers are walking checklists and rubrics 

 Student-to-student interactions rare  

 Teachers put kids to work and find other things to do 

 Students find ways to move, providing more distractions to others 

 Environments sometimes emotionally unsafe  

 Restroom pass used like relay baton 

 Student body language displays indifference and a reluctance to engage 

 Longer periods of time create more problems 

 



 “Learning should be an active process. Too often, students come 
to school to watch their teachers work.” 
   - International Center for Leadership in Education 

 

 

 “When one says that learning needs to be ‘active’, it implies that 
the learner is at least as important as the teacher in determining 
the success of lessons.” 

        - Douglas Barnes, in Mercer & Hodgkinson (2008) 

 



 
 

 
 

 
                                                                                        
 
         
      

 
  

 
 
 

LEARNER-CENTERED CLASSROOMS… 

 Few outward signs of fatigue, boredom or distraction 

 Relaxed, confident teacher displaying a sense of purpose 

 Plenty of student-to-student dialogue (Dialogic Classrooms) 

 Student written or verbal reflection(Press & Release)  

 Quick transitions and engagement (Purposeful Movement) 

 Music as a mood lifter and management tool  

 Positive relationships between and among students and teachers 

 Absolutely safe classroom environment (where students are not 
afraid to be wrong, make mistakes, or not know something) 

 High degree of teacher credibility 
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WHAT IS METACOGNITION? 

©2014 Empower Lifelong Learning, Inc., 
Project CRISS   All rights reserved. 

Metacognition = thinking about thinking  
 
Teachers teach students HOW to think 
about their own thinking. 
 
 



CEO of large chemical company… 

What do you want in prospective employees? 

 

 “The ability to ask the right questions is the single most 
important skill.” 

 “I want people who can engage in good discussion—
who can look me in the eye and have a give and take. All 
of our work is done in teams. You have to know how to 
work well with others. But you also have to know how to 
engage customers—to find out what their needs are. If 
you can’t engage others, then you won’t learn what you 
need to know.” 

                - Tony Wagner (2008) The Global Achievement Gap.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 HOW TO EVALUATE A STUDENT’S 
METACOGNITION 

 Creating: Can the student create a new product or point of view? 

 Evaluating: Can the student justify or defend a stand or 
decision? 

 Analyzing: Can the student distinguish between and among 
different parts? 

 Applying: Can the student use the information in a new way? 

 Understanding: Can the student explain ideas or concepts? 

 Remembering: Can the student recall the information? 

 



 

  
 

TAKE 2 MINUTES TO DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING 
STATEMENT WITH YOUR NEIGHBOR 

  “Talk, whether internalized self-talk, overt 
conversation, or writing, is one of our principal 
mechanisms for organizing our thoughts, making 
sense of new ideas, and pushing our thinking in 
new directions. At the same time, our ability to 
think grows and expands through our exposure to 
other people’s thinking, ideas, and knowledge, 
which become available to us through their talk 
and writings.” 

                            
- Ritchart (2002)  

 



PAIRED LEARNING 

“To practice critical thinking, students need to participate in the 
discourse of the discipline—to think, speak, and be listened to as they 
participate in the discipline’s particular mode of inquiry. Students will 

not get enough practice just by talking to the instructor. Students 
develop competency and become critical thinkers in a classroom that 

provides opportunities for intensive, structured interaction among 
students.” 

         
          - Bishop (2010) in Bliss, A.  

 



            
ADVANTAGES OF PAIRED LEARNING 

Begin with pairs in classrooms and professional 
development. 

 safer to make mistakes 

no place to hide 

 teach each other 

builds Social Capital: The benefits and value of the 
collaboration possible when trusting relationships exist. 
Kids build social capital through conversations and 
collaboration in safe environments 
 

 



POSITIVE IMPACTS OF STUDENT-TO-STUDENT 
CONVERSATIONS AND COLLABORATION: 

 

 confidence builder 

 connect with the content 

build on what they already know 

develop relationships 

 improve oral language skills 

 learn to negotiate meaning 

 increase empathy 

build social capital 
 



  

 
 
 

GETTING STUDENTS TO SHARE IN STANDING 
PAIR SHARES: 
 

 Configure the furniture to support seated and standing collaborative work. 

 Model exactly what it is they are supposed to do and share with them your thinking about what you 
are doing. 

 Work with students on the skills related to productive interactions: speaking and listening skills.  

 Model it again, and ask students to observe the modeling and share what they saw regarding body 
language, tone of voice, gestures, eye contact, etc. 

 Begin the process with a paired discussion about something familiar to your students. 

 Make sure they understand what they are doing is the most important thing happening in the room 
at that moment in time.  

 Allow a student new to the class observe one or two pairs, then check with him later before working 
him into the rotation. 

 Be persistent and unmoving. 

 

 

 



FRAMEWORK FOR TEACHING 
Guides planning  

Informs instruction using the… 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Project CRISS Frameworks  

FRAMEWORK FOR LEARNING  

Allows learners to deeply understand what they 
read, view, hear, and do by… 

 

 Preparing for learning, 

Engaging/transforming for understanding, 

Reflecting to develop life-long learning skills. 
©2014 Empower Lifelong Learning, Inc., 
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FRAMEWORK FOR LEARNING 
BEING A METACOGNITIVE LEARNER 

CRISS Philosophy 

PREPARE for Learning: 
Be Metacognitive! 
Background 

Knowledge 
Purpose Setting 
Author’s Craft 

CRISS Strategies 

Brainstorming 

Sourcing 

Prewriting 

Word Splash 
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FRAMEWORK FOR LEARNING 
BEING A METACOGNITIVE LEARNER 

CRISS Philosophy 

ENGAGE & TRANSFORM: 
Be Actively Persistent! 

Writing 

Discussion 

Visualizing 

Organizing 

 

CRISS Strategies 

Graphic Organizers 

Story Telling 

Cloze reading strategies 

Think Share Pair 

 Image Analyzation 
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FRAMEWORK FOR LEARNING 
BEING A METACOGNITIVE LEARNER 

CRISS Philosophy 

REFLECT on Learning 

Process: How I learned 
(My metacognition) 

Content: What I learned 

 

CRISS Strategies 

Formative Assessments 

Highest Level of Bloom’s 
Taxonomy 
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ACTIVITY 1 

CRISS Philosophy 

PREPARE for Learning: Be 
Metacognitive! 
Background Knowledge 

Purpose Setting 

Author’s Craft 

CRISS Strategies - Word Splash 

 Select 12-15 words or short phrases 
from the story and place them 
randomly and at various angles on a 
sheet of paper. 

 Run one copy for each student or for 
each pair of students. 

 Place students in pairs and ask them 
to circle words or phrases that seem 
to be connected in some way, 
drawing lines connecting them on the 
sheets of paper. 

 Students should generate complete 
statements in support of their 
suppositions. 
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ACTIVITY 1 

CRISS Philosophy 

ENGAGE & TRANSFORM: 
Be Actively Persistent! 

Writing 

Discussion 

Visualizing 

Organizing 

 

CRISS Strategies - Word Splash 

Read the story  

Highlight the words that 
are listed in the word 
splash 

Check their predictions 
against what they read. 
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MUCKRAKERS 

CRISS Philosophy 

REFLECT on Learning 

Process: How I learned 
(My metacognition) 

Content: What I learned 

 

CRISS Strategies – Word Splash 

Formative Assessments 

RAFT 
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ROARING 20’S 

CRISS Philosophy 

PREPARE for Learning: Be 
Metacognitive! 
Background Knowledge 

Purpose Setting 

Author’s Craft 

CRISS Strategies 

 ABC Brainstorming 
 Students try to think of a word or 

phrase associated with the topic, 
matched to each letter of the 
alphabet. 

 Have students list all the letters of 
the alphabet down a sheet of paper 
(or use the printable ABC 
Brainstorm sheet on the next page), 
leaving room beside each letter to 
write out the rest of a word or 
phrase.  
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ROARING 20’S 

CRISS Philosophy 

ENGAGE & TRANSFORM: 
Be Actively Persistent! 

Writing 

Discussion 

Visualizing 

Organizing 

 

CRISS Strategies 

Graphic Organizers 
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1800’ss 1920’s920’s 

1. Media and 
Communicat
ions 

2. Religion 
3. Women 
4. Immigration 
5. Law and 

Order 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 



ROARING 20’S 

CRISS Philosophy 

REFLECT on Learning 

Process: How I learned 
(My metacognition) 

Content: What I learned 

 

CRISS Strategies 

Formative Assessments  

ABC Story- Students will 
tell a story using each 
letter of the alphabet as 
the 
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ABOLITIONISM  

CRISS Philosophy 

PREPARE for Learning: 
Be Metacognitive! 
Background 

Knowledge 
Purpose Setting 
Author’s Craft 

CRISS Strategies 

Picture Brainstorming 
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FRAMEWORK FOR LEARNING 
BEING A METACOGNITIVE LEARNER 

CRISS Philosophy 

ENGAGE & TRANSFORM: 
Be Actively Persistent! 

Writing 

Discussion 

Visualizing 

Organizing 

 

CRISS Strategies – S.O.A.P.S. 

Graphic Organizers 

AIN’T I A WOMAN? 
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SHONDA RHIMES READING “AINT I A WOMAN?” 



FRAMEWORK FOR LEARNING 
BEING A METACOGNITIVE LEARNER 

CRISS Philosophy 

REFLECT on Learning 

Process: How I learned 
(My metacognition) 

Content: What I 
learned 
 

CRISS Strategies 

 Formative Assessments 

 Human Timeline 

 RAFT – Abolitionism 

 With your partner, create a 
RAFT with 4 different 
assignments for students 

 Remember to make activities 
for those left and right 
brained learners 
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FRAMEWORK FOR TEACHING 

PREPARE for Learning: Be Metacognitive! 

ENGAGE & TRANSFORM: Be Actively Persistent! 

REFLECT on Learning 

• Background Knowledge 
• Purpose Setting 
• Author’s Craft 

• Writing 
• Discussion 
• Visualizing 
• Organizing 

• Process: How I learned (My metacognition) 
• Content: What I learned 

PLAN for Instruction 

• Enduring Understandings (Content & Process) 
• Assessments (Formative & Summative) 
• Evaluate Student Needs 
• Content Materials 

©2014 Empower Lifelong Learning, Inc., 
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Framework for Teaching:                 

Engage and Transform 

DISCUSSION STRATEGIES 



THINK-PAIR-SHARE/WRITE 

Metacognition 
“examples” 

Metacognition 
“non-examples” 



HIGHER ORDER THINKING 
QUESTION 



Picture Notes 







Before The  Road Trip After 

1. In 1903 there were less than 200 miles of paved 
roads in the United States 

2. The first cars had massive horsepower due to 
their large engines 

3. People called this car the “Go-like-Hell machine” 
and sent the driver in the wrong direction so 
their relatives could see the car 

4. The trip across the United States took 6 weeks 
and endured bad weather, car trouble, getting 
lost, and  

5. The driver had to be towed out of sand drifts by 
cowboys using their lariats 

Anticipation Guide 



Magnet Summaries 

journalists                                                      horrible working conditions  

  
  
 

Muckrakers  
Magnet Word/General Topic 

  

  

   

argued for reform                                                                                               The Jungle 

  

Summary:___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 



MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS NOTES 

Steps for Main Idea Notes 

• Project a text 

• Preview Assignment 

• Use authors clues to identify main idea 

• Model how to convert these clues to notes 

• Demonstrate how to use the notes for self-testing and 
reviewing information. 

• Continue to model 



MAIN IDEA AND DETAILS NOTES 


